PERSIAN   INDUSTRIES

crops are armed with long spades, for the purpose of
digging trenches and clearing a way for the water,
&c. In a dispute these spades become very formid-
able weapons, and many a broken head have they
caused.

Often when riding in the desert we have met a
company of these men returning from their labours,
each carrying his murderous-looking implement on
his shoulder, and in the gloaming they resembled an
army of soldiers marching. The water supply is
very often conducted into a town or village from the
mountains by means of kan^ts, or long underground
passages. Pits are dug at a distance of about 25 feet
apart, each one being connected with the other by a
subterranean passage, and so on till the place is
reached where the water is needed. Sometimes
these tunnels extend for many miles, and as the
mouth of each pit is surrounded by mounds of earth
thrown up, it gives the appearance of a succession of
huge mole-hills running across the country. Great
loss of life is associated with the sinking of these
shafts from the constant falling in of the sides; on
this account very high wages are given to compensate
for probable loss of Hfe.

One of the principal crops around Isphahan is
that of the poppy. It is a beautiful sight to see field
after field of these lovely white flowers, stretching
away for miles, maybe. How sad to think that such
beauty should lead to misery, wretchedness, and de-
gradation ! When the poppy is ripe, the " head " is
scratched at sunset with a kind of comb in three
places; from these gashes the opium oozes out. It
is then collected in the morning before sunrise, dried,
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